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Stockmanship & Stewardship Tentative Agenda
McCook, Nebraska
Red Willow Fairgrounds

Thursday June 15:
Starting Location: Community Building

7:00 AM 	Registration, Coffee, Doughnuts 
8:00 AM 	Welcome - Nebraska BQA / Merck 
8:10 AM	Kickoff Speaker The Cattle Market, Your Bottom Line and Profitability in 2023 
ShayLe Stewart, Livestock Market Analyst; DTN 
In today’s market environment, it’s not enough to just understand the cattle market and its behavior. To truly be profitable and weather the test of time, cattlemen must be able to discern where their ranches excel, and where their blind spots lay. Stewart will present a 2023 market outlook, as well as highlight opportunities that could lie ahead in the marketplace, as well as hurdles that could arise. 

8:50 AM 	Move to Breakouts 
9:00 AM 	Breakout Sessions 
Grazing Management During and After a Drought 
Hugh Aljoe, Noble Research Institute 
For the last two years, drought has plagued much of the western U.S. extending across most of the Great Plains. It is uncertain how much longer the drought will affect us. We cannot do much about what has occurred in previous years, but we can actively manage for this growing season and forward. It all starts with knowing if and how much we are overstocked based on last year’s livestock and forage inventories. We can also actively monitor our grazing reserve herd days throughout the growing season to make timely adjustments in stock numbers if needed. In addition, planning the grazing strategies necessary to extend the grazing resources while protecting the land will provide resiliency and increase rate of recovery of grazing lands once the rains return. These topics are critically important when addressing grazing management during and after drought. 

 Animal Health and Husbandry Procedures that Affect Cattle Value 
Tim Parks, DVM; Merck Animal Health 
Research shows what buyers look at and act upon in determining the value of cattle on sale day. In this session, Dr. Parks will discuss animal husbandry and animal health approaches to address those factors. 

The Hundred Dollar Difference 
Dusty Abney, PhD; Cargill Animal Nutrition 
Why do some producers consistently make more money than their peers? In this session Dr. Dusty Abney will highlight and discuss how you can improve your bottom line, primarily without adding infrastructure or using new products. 
10:00 AM 	Speed Round Breakout Sessions - 1 
These sessions will be 20mins long covering a variety of topics. Attendees will attend each session. 
1. “Filling in the BQA gaps”: While the event covers many topics related to BQA, this session will close the gaps on topics not heavily covered. 
2. “Your animal care practices matter!”: This session will inform participants of best management practices chute side and the consequences when mistakes are made.” 
3. “Designing your handling facilities”: This session will walk participants through designing or updating their cattle handling facilities and common mistakes made when handling cattle. 
11:00 AM 	BREAK 
11:10 AM 	Speed Round Breakout Sessions - 2 
These sessions will be 20mins long covering a variety of topics. Attendees will attend each session. 
1. “To load or not to load”: This session will cover the decision-making producers should follow when determining an animal’s fitness for transport. 
2. “New Regulations are here! How will they impact you?” This session will discuss the latest changes to antimicrobial regulations and the use of growth promoting implants in cattle. 
3. “Common Nutrition Myths” How are common misconceptions around cattle nutrition holding back your operation? Join Dr. Dusty Abney to learn about how these misunderstandings are negatively affecting your ability to be economically sustainable. 
12:00 PM 	Lunch sponsored by Certified Angus Beef and Cargill 
12:30 PM 	“Cut the Bull” 
Kirsten Nickles, Ph.D., Sustainability & Animal Care Scientist; Certified Angus Beef 
Hear from Certified Angus Beef on their latest initiative that works to cut through the noise in the marketplace and share producer's dedication to cattle care with consumers. 

1:00 PM	Securing Tomorrow’s Demand Certified Angus Beef Panel Discussion
Hear from Certified Angus Beef stakeholders on how Beef Quality Assurance certification plays a role in the world of foodservice and retail, while also increasing consumer trust. 

1:50 PM 	Move to Demo Arena - Kiplinger Arena 
2:00 PM 	Demo Arena – Cattle Handling 
Curt Pate; Curt Pate Stockmanship Ron Gill, PhD; Texas A&M University Dean Fish, PhD; Santa Fe Ranch
Join Stockmen Ron Gill, Curt Pate, and Dean Fish as they demonstrate horsemanship and effective low-stress cattle handling. 

5:00 PM 	Closing activities and Adjourn 

*Please note, this is currently a working agenda, as speakers and topics become finalized this will be updated frequently.*
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